ASCENSION SUNDAY
at

St. John’s United Methodist Church
Rock Hill, South Carolina

Ascension Sunday
24 May 2020 at Eleven o’clock in the morning

THE CHIMING OF THE TRINITY
THE GREETING AND WELCOME

Rev. Ryan Powell, Associate Pastor

THE OPENING VOLUNTARY
“Mediation on ‘All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name’”
Rachel Jewett, violin
THE INVOCATION

arr. T. D. Belflowers
Rev. Ryan Powell, Associate Pastor

THE CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)
Leader: Come all God’s people! Let us gather to praise our Mighty God!
People: With joy we celebrate and give thanks for God’s faithfulness.
Leader: Come all God’s people! Let us gather to sing to our Glorious God!
People: With joy, and with all creation, we celebrate the powers of our King.
Leader: Come all God’s people! Let us gather to worship and honor God!
ALL:
With joy we celebrate the wonderful deeds of our God and King
and in reverent awe, we bow in worship and praise of our God. Amen.
THE OPENING HYMN

“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”

tune: DIADEM

1. All hail the power of Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall;
Bring forth the royal diadem, and crown him Lord of all.
Bring forth the royal diadem, and crown him Lord of all.
2. Let every kindred, every tribe on this terrestrial ball,
To him all majesty ascribe, and crown him Lord of all.
To him all majesty ascribe, and crown him Lord of all.

3. O that with yonder sacred throng we at his feet may fall!
We’ll join the everlasting song, and crown him Lord of all.
We’ll join the everlasting song, and crown him Lord of all.
THE COLLECT FOR EASTERTIDE (in unison)
Sarah D. Crockford, Director of Children’s Ministries
O God, the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son —
Jesus Christ—with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven:
Do not leave us comfortless,
but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us,
and exalt us to that place where our Savior—
Jesus Christ has gone before;
who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.
THE NEW TESTAMENT LESSON

Acts 1: 6—14

THE MOMENT FOR CHILDREN

THE EPISTLE LESSON
THE PASTORAL PRAYER

I Peter 4: 12—14; 5: 6—11

Rev. Ryan Powell, Associate Pastor

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
THE GOSPEL LESSON

John 17: 1—11

Rev. Dr. Rodney Powell, Senior Pastor

THE SERMON

THE OFFERING
“Be Thou My Vision”

arr. James Curnow
Rachel Jewett, violin

~ To give electronically, please use the “St. John’s UMC—Rock Hill” app OR text stjohnsrhgive to 77977 ~

THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION
THE CLOSING HYMN

“ Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies”

tune: DIX

1. Christ, whose glory fills the skies, Christ, the true, the only light,
Sun of Righteousness, arise, triumph o’er the shades of night;
Dayspring from on high, be near; Daystar, in my heart appear.
2. Dark and cheerless is the morn unaccompanied by thee;
joyless is the day’s return, till thy mercy’s beams I see;
Till they inward light impart, cheer my eyes and warm my heart.
3. Visit then this soul of mine; pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
fill me, Radiancy divine, scatter all my unbelief;
More and more thyself display, shining to the perfect day.
THE BLESSING AND BENEDICTION
THE CLOSING VOLUNTARY
“Postludio Festivo”

by Sigfrid Karg-Elert

Dr. Belflowers, organ

WELCOME GUESTS
As part of the living Body of Christ, we are called to love as Christ loved. We believe that we are to love and
welcome all persons—and by that we mean ALL, because each and every person is created in the image of God,
is of infinite worth and represents someone “for whom Christ died!” (Rom. 14:15) Therefore, we welcome
persons of every race, socioeconomic status, family make-up, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, mental
and physical ability and faith story. We invite ALL persons to join us on our journey together as we strive to
practice loving acceptance of each person and engage in respectful discussion of our differences. To fully
experience this welcome, we encourage visitors and new members to become involved in a small group within
the Church, such as a Sunday School class, Bible study, ministry group, or volunteer opportunity. To learn
more about the life and ministries of our church, visit www.stjohnsrh.org. Please register your attendance
with us by using the link provided during our Livestream of worship today!

~ Todays cover artwork, Ascension , is by Father Ronald Raab and is used with permission ~

