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The Sixth Sunday in Eastertide
17 May 2020 at Eleven o’clock in the morning
THE CHIMING OF THE TRINITY
THE GREETING AND WELCOME

Rev. Ryan Powell, Associate Pastor

THE OPENING VOLUNTARY
“Gavotte”

Elizabeth Batson, violin
by J. B. Lully
Mary Beth Batson, accompanist

THE INVOCATION

Rev. Ryan Powell, Associate Pastor

THE CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)
Leader: Come and celebrate!
Shout joyfully to the Lord, your God!
Glorify him with your praise!
People: Everything on earth will worship you;
they will sing your praises,
shouting our name in joyful songs.
Leader: Come and see what our God has done,
what awesome things he has done for us!
ALL:
Let the whole world bless God and sing his praise.
For our lives are in his hands,
and he keeps our feet from stumbling.

THE OPENING HYMN

“I Sing the Almighty Power of God”

1. I sing the almighty power of God, that made the mountains rise,
that spread the flowing seas abroad, and built the lofty skies.
I sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule the day;
the moon shines full at God’s command, all the stars obey.

2. I sing the goodness of the Lord, who filled the earth with food,
who formed the creatures thru the Word, and then pronounced them good.
Lord, how thy wonders are displayed, where'er I turn my eye,
if I survey the ground I tread, or gaze upon the sky.
3. There’s not a plant or flower below, but makes thy glories known,
and clouds arise, and tempests blow, by order from thy throne;
while all that borrows life from thee is ever in thy care;
and everywhere that we can be, thou, God, art present there.
THE COLLECT FOR EASTERTIDE (in unison)
Sarah D. Crockford, Director of Children’s Ministries
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things
that surpass our understanding:
Pour into our hearts such love towards you,
that we, loving you in all things and above all things,
may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
THE NEW TESTAMENT LESSON
THE MOMENT FOR CHILDREN

Acts 17: 22—31

THE EPISTLE LESSON

I Peter 3: 13—22

Rev. Ryan Powell, Associate Pastor

THE PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
THE GOSPEL LESSON

John 14: 15—21

Rev. Ryan Powell, Associate Pastor

THE SERMON
THE OFFERING
“Minuet in G”

Elizabeth Batson, violin
by Ludwig von Beethoven
Mary Beth Batson, accompanist

~ To give electronically, please use the “St. John’s UMC—Rock Hill” app OR text stjohnsrhgive to 77977 ~

THE PRAYER OF DEDICATION
THE CLOSING HYMN

“To God Be the Glory”

1. To God be the glory, great things he hath done!
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son,
who yielded his life an atonement for sin,
and opened the life gate that all may go in.
REFRAIN: Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear his voice!

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father thru Jesus the Son, and give him the glory,
great things he hath done!

2. O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,
to every believer the promise of God;
the vilest offender who truly believes,
that moment from Jesus a pardon receives. (REFRAIN)
3. Great things he hath taught us, great things he hath done,
and great our rejoicing thru Jesus the Son;
but purer, and higher, and greater will be
our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. (REFRAIN)

THE BLESSING AND BENEDICTION
THE CLOSING VOLUNTARY

“Improvisation on ‘Down Ampney’”

Dr. Belflowers, organ

WELCOME GUESTS
As part of the living Body of Christ, we are called to love as Christ loved. We believe that we are to love and welcome all
persons—and by that we mean ALL, because each and every person is created in the image of God, is of infinite worth and
represents someone “for whom Christ died!” (Rom. 14:15) Therefore, we welcome persons of every race, socioeconomic
status, family make-up, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, mental and physical ability and faith story. We invite ALL
persons to join us on our journey together as we strive to practice loving acceptance of each person and engage in
respectful discussion of our differences. To fully experience this welcome, we encourage visitors and new members to
become involved in a small group within the Church, such as a Sunday School class, Bible study, ministry group, or
volunteer opportunity. To learn more about the life and ministries of our church, visit www.stjohnsrh.org. Please register
your attendance with us by using the link provided during our Livestream of worship today!

