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TODAY’S TEXT  - MATTHEW 6; 25—34 

Reverend David C. Surrett, Senior Minister 
 

 “If you decide for God, living a life of God-worship, it follows that you don’t 
fuss about what’s on the table at mealtimes or whether the clothes in your closet 
are in fashion. There is far more to your life than the food you put in your 
stomach, more to your outer appearance than the clothes you hang on your 
body. Look at the birds, free and unfettered, not tied down to a job description, 
careless in the care of God. And you count far more to him than birds. Has 
anyone by fussing in front of the mirror ever gotten taller by so much as an 
inch? All this time and money wasted on fashion—do you think it makes that 
much difference? Instead of looking at the fashions, walk out into the fields and 
look at the wildflowers. They never primp or shop, but have you ever seen color 
and design quite like it? The ten best-dressed men and women in the country 
look shabby alongside them. If God gives such attention to the appearance of 
wildflowers—most of which are never even seen—don’t you think he’ll attend 
to you, take pride in you, do his best for you? What I’m trying to do here is to 
get you to relax, to not be so preoccupied with getting, so you can respond to 
God’s giving. People who don’t know God and the way he works fuss over these 
things, but you know both God and how he works. Steep your life in God-
reality, God-initiative, God-provisions. Don’t worry about missing out. You’ll 
find all your everyday human concerns will be met. Give your entire attention 
to what God is doing right now, and don’t get worked up about what may or 
may not happen tomorrow. God will help you deal with whatever hard things 
come up when the time comes. 
 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth; And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third 
day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
†Please rise in body or in Spirit  

 
† Gathering Songs of Praise                      Your Love Awakens Me 
                                       Oceans 

† Welcome                       Ryan L. Powell 
 

† Affirming Our Faith               The Apostles’ Creed
               
   Joys and Concerns              Sarah D. Crockford
       
   Prayers of the People 
 

   Back to School Blessing    
   
   Giving Our Tithes & Offerings            10,000 Reasons
                 
† Gospel Lesson                Matthew 6: 25—34
            
   Message                                    David C. Surrett
                       
† Benediction          
 

† Closing Song of Praise                       This is Amazing Grace 
 

(To give electronically, please use app—St. John’s UMC—Rock Hill  
OR text “stjohnsrhgive” to 77977)  

 

The Contemporary Worship Band leads worship through music. 
 

 
WELCOME 

As part of the living Body of Christ, we are called to love as Christ loved.  We believe 

that we are to love and welcome all persons—and by that we mean ALL, because each 

and every person is created in the image of God, is of infinite worth and represents 

someone “for whom Christ died!” (Rom. 14:15) Therefore, we welcome persons of 

every race, socioeconomic status, family make-up, gender identity, sexual orientation, 

age, mental and physical ability and faith story. We invite ALL persons to join us on 

our journey together as we strive to practice loving acceptance of each person and 

engage in respectful discussion of our differences. To fully experience this welcome, we 

encourage visitors and new members to become involved in a small group within the 

Church, such as a Sunday School class, Bible study, ministry group, or volunteer 

opportunity. To learn more about the life and ministries of our church, visit 

www.stjohnsrh.org. Please register your presence with us by signing the attendance 

registry. 

PRAYER REQUEST 
What is on your heart? Share your prayer requests 

with us so that we can be in prayer for you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Share this with the ST. JOHN’S STAFF 

 Share this with the EMAIL PRAYER CHAIN 

 Put this on the PRINTED PRAYER LIST 

Name:_________________________________ 

Preferred way of contact:_________________ 

_______________________________________ 

OUR PRAYER CONCERNS 

Warren Baker 

L.J. Barnes 

David Brashear 

Ben Brown 

Tami & Barbara Capeletti 

George Clarke 

Drake Demby 

Lucy Anne Hemphill 

Carol Hines 

Jimmy Hoffman 

Becky Hughes 

Phil and Cheryl Hughes 

Dr. T.H. Hsu 

Nancy  Jenkins 

Linda LeGrande 

Leila Jane Long 

Edie Marshall 

Earl Martin 

Beverly Moon 

Jean & Irvin Plowden 

Betty Sanders 

Rehabilitation, Retirement 

and Nursing Home  

Communities: 

Millie Byars 

Ethel Craven 

Jesse Hill 

Marilyn Noel 

Betty Rawls 

Mary Roach 

Ruby Whisonant    

 
  



CONNECT 

Name:_________________________________ 

           Today’s my first time at St. John’s        

          Date:____________________________ 

 I’ve been here a few times 

 I worship here regularly 

FIRST TIME GUEST 

Address:_______________________________ 

_______________________________________ 

Email:_________________________________ 

Phone:_________________________________ 

   I would like to receive the weekly    

            OPPORTUNITIES publication 

   I would like to receive your monthly       

            ST. JOHN’S NEWSLETTER 
 

HOW DID YOU FIND US? 

  Online (Google, Facebook, Twitter, etc.) 

  A friend 

  Other:________________________________ 
 

THANK YOU for worshiping with us today. We 

would love for you to come by the Welcome Station 

in the Gathering Area so that we can tell you more 

about our church.  

I AM INTERESTED IN . . . 

attending St. John’s 101 NEW MEMBER CLASS 

becoming a MEMBER 

knowing more about BAPTISM 

knowing  more about COLLEGE MINISTRIES 

knowing more about YOUTH MINISTRIES 

knowing more about CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 

knowing more about ADULT MINISTRIES 

knowing more about SENIOR ADULTS 

knowing more about MUSIC MINISTRIES 

NEWS AND EVENTS 
 

Today’s Worship Service: We celebrate this first gathering of the St, John’s 
family in worshiping outdoors since the beginning of COVID19.  We are 
excited you are here today. Family Restrooms are available in the St. John’s 
Center—follow the signs along the sidewalk leading to the St. John’s Center 
for entrance. While you are seated in your section, you are welcome to 
remove your mask; however, during all other times, please wear your mask. 
When moving around outdoors, please follow active Social Distancing 

Guidelines. NO Congregational Singing will be performed today as CDC 
guidelines still recommend no singing at this time.  
 

The Congregation of St. John’s expresses our deepest sympathy to: 
Catherine Williams, Patrick Williams, and Sarah and Jesse Clamp in the death of 
Dr. B. Michael Williams, who passed away Thursday, September 3, 2020. We 
also express our deepest sympathy to Martha and Joe Whiteaker on the passing 
of their son, Joseph Allen Whiteaker and to Lura Holler, his Aunt. We pray 
God’s grace and peace for these families during the days and weeks ahead. 
Congratulations to Betsy and Mike Forrest on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Bilsey Mae Forrest, born on August 24, 2020 to Andy and 
Lexie Forrest. 
 

The Rock Hill District Race Relations Dialogue will take place TODAY at 
3:00 PM via Zoom. This dialogue and discussion will have a devotion lead by 
our new District Superintendent, Dr. Anthony Hodge and also include Panel 
Discussions, Breakout Sessions, and steps to take in the future.  For more 
information and the Zoom link, contact Ryan Powell at 980-275-1844 or by 
email at: ryanpowell@stjohnsrh.org.  
 

If you would like to continue to learn about Racial Reconciliation, it is not 
too late to join the book study starting Monday, September 14th, 
with Dr. Marinn Pierce via Zoom at 7:00 PM. The group will be studying "I 
Bring The Voices of My People: A Womanist Vision of Racial Reconciliation" by 
C h a n e q u a  W a l k e r - B a r n e s .  P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  M a r i n n 
at tnlmpierce@yahoo.com for additional information.    
 

A Service of Presentation for Third Grade Bibles will take place on Sunday, 

October 4, 2020 at 4:00 PM on the church lawn. Please contact Sarah 
Crockford at 803-517-8004 or by email at: scrockford@stjohnsrh.org if you 
have not received information regarding the Presentation of Bibles.  
 

St. John's Cub Scout Pack 925 and Boy Scout Troop 925 are resuming in-
person meetings on the lawn. Scouting is now inclusive of both boys and 
girls and is a great way to develop character, values, and leadership skills in 
young people, all the while enjoying a variety of outdoor adventures and 
activities.  For more information or to join Cub Scouts (Kindergarten—5th 
grade) contact Brian Cope at brian.cope30@hotmail.com. For additional 
information or to join Boy Scouts (6th—12th grades), please contact Tim 

Cooper at tim@timothycooper.com    
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